




INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the new edition of the BHGS commercial catalogue. It is some four 
years since the previous publication and that time has seen many positive changes 
in the life of BHGS. Two new representatives have joined our “happy band” to 
expand our trading area into previously uncharted territory. It is now a regular sight 
to see our liveried vehicles in Essex, Hertfordshire, Huntingdon, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire in addition to our traditional areas closer to home.
In order to service these additional areas, we have continued to expand and 
update our transport fleet to maintain our service to YOU our customer. We have 
also continued to increase our use of outside carriers in order to supply further afield 
and to ensure 24hr. and 48hr. deliveries where required.
Our purpose built premises in the heart of the Vale of Evesham continue to evolve with 
different stock on display throughout the year. Our Floral Art Department continues 
to reflect the changing seasons by way of its myriad of artificial flowers, plants and 
trees, and is justly proud of its reputation as the largest Cash ‘n’ Carry Florist’s outlet 
in the Midlands. We cordially invite YOU our customer to come and visit us and 
experience at first hand the vast array of stock held.
During the life of this catalogue BHGS’s parent company will celebrate its Centenary.  
Littleton and Badsey Growers Ltd., was incorporated on 14th December 1908. In 
order to mark this great achievement we have compiled a montage of photographs 
taken from the LBG archives commemorating horticulture during that 100 year period 
which we hope you will enjoy. We have also highlighted events that happened 
throughout 1908 in order to create some further interest.
In this catalogue we are promoting several new suppliers with a wider range  
of products that we hope will allow YOU our customer to grow your business 
alongside ours.
I would also invite you to explore our comprehensive website at www.bhgsltd.co.uk 
which has direct links to many of our manufacturers’ websites. We are constantly 
updating our website in order to take account of the constant changing of our 
product portfolio.
For those of you who do not have a credit facility with BHGS, we are able to accept 
credit and debit card transactions over the telephone for all major credit cards.
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Littleton and Badsey Growers Ltd., the parent company 
of BHGS, reaches a milestone in history this year when it 
celebrates its Centenary.

LBG was incorporated on the 14th 
December 1908, following a meeting 
held at the Bidford Co-operative shop 
at South Littleton. Charles Binyon, 
brother of the poet Laurence, was the 
driving force behind the newly formed 
Society and was duly elected as its first 
Chairman.

The Society was formed by a small 
band of growers who had become 
disenchanted with high rail charges, 

low prices, 
delivery delays, 
goods lost in 
transit – nothing 
new there then! 
– and various 
other problems. 
Their combined 
numbers, which 
grew rapidly, 
enabled them 
to get fair 
play, lobby 
government and 
press the railway companies who handled the majority of the 
produce.

It was decided that office premises were required and a small 
room was acquired in a house, owned by Mr. Edwin Bell, at 
a rent of 3 shillings per week. In 1910 the Society decided it 
needed a warehouse and a lease was taken on land adjoining 
the sidings at Littleton and Badsey Station.

At the outset of the Great War an opportunity came the 
Society’s way by means of growing medicinal herbs, including 
belladonna, henbane, stramonium, dandelion and digitalis 
albeit with varying degrees of success. Drying plants were 
installed and this enabled the growers to add to the crop 
portfolio with sage, thyme and parsley. These last three 
became very important to LBG and enabled Charles Binyon 
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to approach George Cadbury at Bourneville to find out about 
modern methods of drying. Mr. Cadbury was encouraged to 
invest in the Society and this enabled the company to buy a 
half acre site at Littleton and Badsey station and a drying plant 
was installed.

This was to be the beginning of a prosperous period for LBG, 
they were able to diversify into canning, specific growing 
groups and eventually a requisites business!

Important dates throughout LBG’s history :-
1908 –	Company founded. Turnover £4,000  

– loss of £20

1909 –	C.A. Binyon elected President

1912 –	LBG makes its first profit of £1.11s

1915 –	Company buys its first vehicle – horse and dray

1918 –	Telephone installed

1921 –	LBG buys first lorry

1925 –	Vale of Evesham Asparagus Growers Association 
formed

1926 –	LBG starts fruit canning

1938 –	Branch opened in Pershore

1950 –	C.A. Binyon awarded OBE



Successful years of growth 
were experienced throughout 
the 1950’s and 60’s. The 1970’s 
brought a more difficult time 
for LBG when competition and 
market forces conspired against 
them. W.T. Arnold became 
Chairman in 1987 and carried 
them through a period of 
austerity coupled with prudent 
management. This enabled the 
company to consolidate and 
acquire a healthy bank balance. Consequently this allowed 
them to purchase the requisites business of GMS and their 
purpose built site at Vale Park.

BHGS Ltd, the 
trading company 
of LBG Ltd, has 
subsequently 
become the largest 
horticultural 
distributor in the 
Midland region. 
A reputation that 
Mr. Binyon and his 
colleagues back 
in 1908 would be 
justifiably proud.

Events of 1908
Edward VII on the throne.

Wolverhampton Wanderers win the F.A. Cup.

Baden-Powell begins Boy Scout movement.

Stephane Grappelli born.

Sir John Mills born.

Australia regain the Ashes – no change there then!

Olympics held in London.

Oskar Schindler born.

Don Bradman born.

Henry Ford produces Model T.

Butch Cassidy and the Sun Dance Kid allegedly killed.

Simon Wiesenthal born.

Manchester United win the League.




